ABSTRACT . The identity of Securidaca hebeclada DC. (Polygalaceae) is explained and a new combination is made: Bredemeyera hebeclada (DC.) J. F. B. Pastore. Bredemeyera velutina A. W. Benn. is synonymized under the latter name and its lectotype is selected herein. An illustration of B. hebeclada is provided, and its distribution and morphology are discussed.
During the preparation of Flora do Morro do Chapéu, Bahia (Pastore, unpublished) , Securidaca hebeclada DC. was shown to be an older name for Bredemeyera velutina A. W. Benn. The name and type specimen of S. hebeclada were overlooked by early authors. Marques (1980 Marques ( , 1996 monographed the genera Bredemeyera Willd. and Securicada L. Unfortunately, she was not able to analyze the type of S. hebeclada, and the original description (de Candolle, 1824) does not describe the fruits (Marques, 1996) . Consequently, the taxonomic identity of S. hebeclada has remained uncertain until now.
Securidaca and Bredemeyera are distinguished by their fruits, by their samara and capsule, respectively. Because the type collection of S. hebeclada has flowers but not fruits, this obviously contributed to the confusion that led de Candolle (1824) to include this species in Securidaca. Bredemeyera and Securidaca can be distinguished in flower through examination of the ovary revealing the early stage of fruit, which is 1-locular in Securidaca and 2-locular in Bredemeyera (Pastore & Cavalcanti, 2006) . Because the type of S. hebeclada is in fact a Bredemeyera, a new combination is needed and is made below. Marques (1980) treated these as discrete species, using leaf shape, size, and indument; floral dimensions; and the presence or absence of a ring of trichomes at the ovary base to separate them. However, with the large number of collections now available, it is difficult to find morphological discontinuities that justify the recognition of all four species, and it is possible that all four names refer to the same species. Until more solid conclusions can be drawn, it is proposed in this paper to treat only B. velutina in the synonymy of B. hebeclada, the name with the oldest specific epithet available in this complex. Liana or scandent shrub, 2-5 m; stems velvetypubescent near inflorescence. Leaves alternate; petiole 4-6 mm, pubescent; blade coriaceous, discolorous, (2-)3-10 3 (1-)2-4 cm, elliptic to ovateelliptic, apex acute, attenuate, obtuse to rounded, mucronate, margin ciliate, base acute, obtuse, or rounded, abaxial surface velvety-pubescent, adaxial surface shiny, scattered-pubescent on surface with midvein pubescent (Bahia) or pubescent to velvetypubescent (Minas Gerais, Goiás, and Distrito Federal). Panicles (4-)8-20 cm; bracts 1.4-1.7 3 0.8-1.1 mm, persistent in fruit; bracteoles 0.9-1.4 3 0.6-1.1 mm; pedicels 0.3-0.8 mm. Flowers yellowish white becoming orange or dark reddish when dry, 4.4-6 mm; external abaxial sepal 1.9-2.4 3 1.4-2.1 mm; adaxial sepal 1.8-2.6 3 1.7-2.3 mm; internal sepal Bredemeyera hebeclada (Polygalaceae) (wing) orbicular to obovate, 4-5.3 3 3.2-6.3 mm, ciliate; carina 3.8-4.7 mm, 2.2-2.7 mm deep, inner surface puberulent, claw 1-1.3 mm; lateral petal slightly or not widened at apex, puberulent in medial ventral portion, 1.4-1.6 mm wide; rudimentary petal 0.7-0.8 3 ca. 0.3 mm; filament sheath 4-5 mm, the free filaments 1.3-2 mm; style strongly curved; ovary with a ring of trichomes at base. Capsule flattened, oblanceolate, dark reddish, 12-17 3 4-6 mm, glabrous; seeds narrowly cylindrical, 6-8 3 1.8-2.7 mm, pubescent for most of length with soft spreading trichomes, at apex with a tuft of long trichomes longer than body of seed; aril apical, white, curved, puberulent.
Distribution and habitat. This species occurs throughout the Brazilian states of Bahia, Minas Gerais, and Goiás and in the Distrito Federal (Marques, 1980; Pastore & Cavalcanti, 2006) ; it is frequently collected in savanna regions and forest borders.
The specimen at K was chosen as lectotype because it is representative and the best-preserved specimen among the syntypes of Bredemeyera velutina. Furthermore, the Kew herbarium has kept an important part of the examined material and notes from Alfred W. Bennett, who prepared the Polygalaceae treatment for Flora Brasiliensis (Bennett, 1874) .
